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for “good taste”); but [ have never heard staff or diners refer to this name in
conversation.

6. Thanks to Yael Raviv for this observation.

7. Kol Nidrey is the prayer recited at the start of Yom Kippur.
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Daughters, Duty and Deference in the
ﬁammnc-nrmbmmm Restaurant
Winnie Lem

As I walked through the doorway of Le Salon Impérial after an absence of six
months, [ noticed that the counter that displayed trays of prepared stir-fried vegetable
and meat dishes, stews, steamed pork buns, dumplings and other delicacies had
disappeared. In its place was an area with tables and chairs that extended the seating
of the restaurant considerably. Lorie, the sister of the owner greeted me, invited me
to sit down and immediately set about making tea. As she filled the pot with hot
water, she said that Christian (the owner of the restaurant-caterer) would be back
soon, assuming, in her unassuming manner, that it was he I wanted to see. She set
down a pot of steaming tea and two teacups. I remarked that Le Salon is no longer
a restaurant-traiteur, but has become a real restaurant, to which Lorie replied that
they were a business in transition. The family did not want to turn away their faithful
take-out customers from their business, so it was a bit of both at the moment. At
the precise moment { asked what prompted the change, Lorie’s brother Christian
burst through the front door carrying a big box of greens and other supplies for
the restaurant. Lorie sprang up immediately, relieved her brother of his burden
and receded to the kitchen, explaining that she had to help with preparations for
the evening. “You noticed the changes.” he said after exchanging greetings with
me. “What you see,” he said proudly, “is the result of my family’s hard work. We
were doing very well, particularly at lunchtime, and almost every day we had to
turn people away, so we decided to renovate and expand to add more seating.” I
congratulated him on his success. Christian joked in response “There are two things
that the Chinese know and know very well. Food is one thing. The other is how to
succeed in business. This particularly is the case” he said with a wink “if yon are a
Chinese immigrant from Wenzhon.”

Introduction!

France has been one of the major European destinations for migrants from Wenzhou
prefecture in Zhejiang province. Located on China’s coast, Zhejiang province
has had a long history of migration, with flows of Wenzhou people moving to



